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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—OCTOBER CO-SELECTION 


Patton, Frances Gray Good Morning, Miss Dove 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 28, 1954. 218p. $2.75. 

The terrible Miss Dove has already arrived American 
fiction but, here, Good Morning, Miss Dove she 
captured more the fullness her being, symbol 
that personality which must inevitably have 
stamp upon nearly everyone, the dedicated school 
teacher. Mr. Chips was Mr. Chips, lovable his 
peculiar way; Miss Dove Miss Dove, securing affection 
spite herself from hearts scarcely able diagnose 
the measure their regard, deeply mingled with 
fearful respect, unexpected are the circumstances 
that demand its assessment. 


Miss Dove was predictable, slave rules and regula- 
tions, disciplinarian the old school who, consist- 
ently, made demands she was not prepared fol- 
low her own conduct. Her life followed straight 
line down which she marched the performance 
her duties, looking neither right nor left. Miss 
Dove had heart, too, but she had checked the 
door when she stepped into her role geography 
teacher Cedar Grove School Liberty Hill. Other- 
wise, not even Miss Dove would have been able 
endure the assaults upon her personality that are the 
inevitable lot the hard task-mistress. Miss Dove was 
born perfectionist; she appreciated the good, the beau- 
tiful, and the excellent, and Alphonzo Dove, her father, 
seeing this quality his oldest daughter had encour- 
aged its development. eighteen she played chess, 
danced and sat horse better than any other Liberty 
Hill, and she had learned hold honor and principle 
high esteem. 


Miss Dove was nineteen when her father, president 
the local bank, died, leaving his family poorly endowed 
and liable for debt several thousand dollars which, 
for want better expression, his successor chose 
consider from the till. was then that 
Miss Dove twisted her long hair into spinster’s knot, 
assumed the plain, daily garments that would distin- 
guish her henceforth, mapped out rule life from 
which there would deviation, and, thus sacri- 
ficing herself, saw her two younger sisters educated, 
supported her confused mother, and, twenty years’ 
time, erased Alphonzo Dove’s mistake from the records. 


Liberty Hill set their watches Miss Dove; indeed, 
they needed none with Miss Dove set the time 
day she walked and from school, went about 


her small tasks rote. Confusion reigned, then, when 
this model decorum was observed being carried down 
the street her minister, Mr. Burnham, and young 
Doctor Baker, both former pupils, for Miss Dove, very 
ill, was being borne the hospital, catastrophe 
one had ever anticipated. 


This the main theme. means flashbacks, skill- 
fully brought together with the thread the story 
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progresses through Miss Dove’s hospitalization, sur- 
gery, and the mystery its outcome (for Miss Dove’s 
future hangs the balance for parlous hours), one 
follows her career Cedar Grove School realize, 
those appearing the story, the importance her 
influence crucial moments their lives. her 
birth, Alphonzo Dove had greeted her: morn- 
ing,, Miss Dove!” One predicts years more Miss 
Dove Cedar Grove Dr. Thomas Baker brings her 
good news with “Good morning, Miss Dove!” just the 
way she had taught him say it. 


There good measure humor this study Miss 
Dove, story that will, undoubtedly, appeal all. 
Some pertinent ink drawings Garrett Price link the 
story’s paragraphs. The author has special ability 
penetrate character for, few words, the turn 
phrase, she has conjured personality. One 
wishes that Miss Dove had not checked her heart 
the door. had she? 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


LITERARY GUILD—NOVEMBER SELECTION 


Basso, Hamilton The View from Pompey’s Head 
Doubleday. Oct. 20, 1954. 409p. $3.95. 


The most recent product the well-dipped pen 
Hamilton Basso described the jacket major 
American novel.” The use the adjective “Ameri- 
can” connection with this story, The View from 
Pompey’s Head, may perhaps have some the mis- 
leading connotations that flow from the use the same 
word the sign “American Bar,” frequently placed 
over the doors European drinking houses. One 
might incorrectly conclude that bars are peculiarly 
American creation, inescapable feature 
American’s life. So, presume, one might suppose 
that the jacket’s description this work intended 
inform the prospective reader that the segment 
American life, and the American characters thrust upon 
these pages, are typical America and Americans. 
The story does not support that supposition. 


The view that Anson Page has the 
southern community Pompey’s Head that 
former son. The return the native, now member 
legal firm New York, occasioned happenings 
which originated far from “Old Pompey.” The wife 
Garvin Wales, Alabama novelist national re- 
nown, has accused Philip Greene, Wales’ deceased ad- 
visor and editor the publishing house Duncan and 
Company, stealing twenty thousand dollars royal- 
ties, accruing over period years. Page, who has 
specialized handling the legal affairs the publish- 
ing house, sent Pompey’s Head, where Wales, 
now blind, lives with his wife, clear the name 
Greene and settle the matter before court action 
reached. His knowledge the principal characters, 
and his revived memories the earlier days Pom- 
pey’s Head, are told flashbacks which dovetail with 
the slow unpleating the story. 


happy turn Page able secure the 
cooperation friend former years, Dinah Black- 
ford (now Mrs. Mico Higgins), and meets both 
Mrs. Wales and the blind author. Wales admits that 
the defalcations charged Greene were really clan- 
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destine payments which authorized Green make 
Anna Jones, who was Wales’ mother and partly 
negro blood. The untangling the plot achieves the 
protection Greene’s good name, and manages the 
same time accomplish the blackening other names, 
The sober, cautious Page, the revelations that ensue, 
appears with the qualities Mr. Worldly Wiseman, 
and nothing more. His adultery with Dinah Higgins, 
and especially the utter lack compunction with 
which both regard their action, leave sour taste 
the reader’s mouth, and seem unnecessary develp- 
ment story that told with skill and power. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


* * * 


Gann, Ernest Soldier Fortune 
Sloane Associates. Oct. 1954. 314p. $3.75. 

Picking book Ernest Gann gives you that 
same warm feeling confidence you get when you 
see John Wayne’s name lighting the you 
like John Wayne, this the same old wonderful stuff. 
And you like Ernest Gann—which 
find the gold here too. true that some 
have got and some ain’t, Gann’s got it. 


Soldier Fortune the story woman whose hus- 
band has disappeared behind the bamboo curtain. 
Louis Hoyt, photographer extraordinary, knew that any 
photographs could bring out China would 
memorable, newsworthy, worth fortune, and was 
willing gamble his life against the chance get the 
pictures. dice came snake-eyes. against 
the might, the vengeance, the calculated indifference 
and cruelty Red China, Jane Hoyt came Hong 
Kong get him out the Cantonese prison where 
lay awaiting death. The novel, course, the story 


that fight. 


But Louis and Jane are not the only, even the most 
interesting figures the novel. There Hank Lee, 
the inscrutable American expatriate, trading blood, 
but willing throw over his own empire and his life 
play the game chance that cast before him. 
There Maxine, eating her heart out with love. There 
Madame Dupree, blowing with the winds, lost soul 
who finds sudden harbor the middle typhoon. 
And there are many other characters drifting by, each 
more intriguing than the next. such plot, such 
cast characters, the novel could not fail. Even 
the most amateurish writer could not miss writing 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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The Royal Box (Ila) Keyes Aug. 
Fable Faulkner Sept. 
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The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) Peale Aug. 
The Mind Alive (Ila) Overstreet Mar. 
the Century (IIb) Hecht July 
The Roosevelt Family Sagamore 

Aug. 


Hill Hagedorn 


masterpiece adventure and suspense. The trouble 


is: Ernest Gann does miss. 


not going silly and try tell Mr. Gann how 
write his novel the future—he liable come 
past rattling his pocketbook and laughing do, and 
shall feel very silly indeed. But wish were 
hunerier. wish had not already written Island 
the Sky and The High and the Mighty. wish did 
not know that Hollywood waiting for each pearl 
drop from his pen, snap for fat pay. think 
had work for his living would have written 


truly memorable book. has not. 
You will enjoy this book. Gann has all the tricks and 


uses them with the magic artist. But the char- 
acters lie you and each other. The Jane who 
took Louis herself, knowing what Louis was and 
loving him for it, not the Jane who finishes the book. 
Even Hank Lee becomes little watery. like 
villains villains. not like find that underneath 
that opium and ammunition trade with Communist 
China there beats tender heart lily white. 
matter fact, Hank made sick. hope the Navy 
threw the book him the end. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Waugh, Evelyn Tactical Exercise 
Little,Brown. Oct. 14, 1954. 289p. $3.75. 


Evelyn Waugh and Graham Greene have the dubious 
honor being known our leading Catholic writers. 
Since both are known incorporate their own Catholic 
beliefs into their works, their writings have been sus- 
pected some non-Catholics being unreal, more the 
projection the author’s prejudice than the truthful 
reality. Many Catholic commentators, 
the other hand, have dealt harshly with these authors, 
partially because their works fiction are different 
from the pietistic literature designed read with 
perfect safety the most immature our semi-literate 
adolescents. Partially this some Catholic 
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commentators has been raised the acknowledged 
skill and genuine artistry these authors portraying 
contemporary characters with contemporary shallow- 
ness and amorality. This present volume twelve 
short stories Evelyn Waugh should greatly raise his 
position the eyes the non-Catholic critics and 
cause further debate Catholic literary circles. 


The stories are presented the order which they 
were written. The first story, written the age 
seven years, should have been forgotten with the other 
unpleasantries and incompetencies that are part the 
childhood every great writer. The first and second 
stories, and probably the third, should have been 
omitted, for their amateur quality mar otherwise 
excellent collection. 


The remaining nine stories vary quality from the 
slick exercise craftsmanship excellent professional 
masterpieces. none the stories are destined 
remembered among the world’s greatest, all the 
last nine are sources great pleasure first reading 
and admiration further study. Evelyn Waugh 
among the very best novelists and biographers, and 
his skill with the short story also professionally com- 
petent. All the stories are written with that sharp- 
ness satire that sacrifices depth characterization 
skillful phrasing, with the emphasis the clever al- 
most completely preventing any individual from emerg- 
ing memorable. 


The last story, “Love Among the Ruins,” resembles 
“The Loved One,” which has recently enjoyed some 
success the pocket reprint edition. The ruins this 
story are the environs future society corrupted 
the exaggerations the Welfare State, with the imagi- 
nation Orwell’s “1984” without the sense doom 
and oppression. quality this story surpassed 
the longest the collection, Suspended,” al- 
though beth suffer the same fate nearly all the 
stories, dull ennding. The title story, “Tactical Ex- 
ercise,” one the least valuable the 
favorite “Mr. Loveday’s Little Outing,” ac- 
count the liberation inmate frem 
asylum. 


Mr. Waugh’s adult but casual treatment sex 
amoral society prevents this collection from being suit- 
able for children, but way limits its excellence 
for adult readers. Although collections short stories 
are not best sellers, this work belongs the active 
libraries both institutions and 
viduals. 
Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


Daniel-Rops Jesus and His Times 
Translated from the French Ruby Dutton. Sept. 
20, 1954. 615p. $5.00. 

This life Christ Henry Jules Charles Petiot 
(“Daniel-Rops” pseudonym) was originally pub- 
purpose set before the modern reader portrait 
Jesus appeared his contemporaries, and thereby 


122 Cowen 


convey more concrete and vivid impression His 
Person and Message than would otherwise possible. 
“The reconstruction the Palestine Christ’s time 
does not merely entail easy and picturesque excur- 
sion into the Pious usage and the historic sense 
alike agree that should present Jesus the sur- 
roundings which were familiar (p. 66). 
order achieve this the author continually weaves 
into the familiar fabric the Saviour’s life many facts 
and details familiar enough scholars but new and 
arresting the general reader. Thus not only read 
St. John the imprisonment—we also get 
description the ruins, still extant, the fortress 
which was confined; have all met the Galilean 
fishermen the Gospels, but did not know perhaps 
that the abundance fish there due the abun- 
dance plankton which, turn, due the 
combination the hot springs Capernaum and 
the ice cold waters from Mt. Hermon. know 
the story the Prodigal Son, but takes flavor 
concreteness when are told that the “husks” were 
the seed pod the carob tree. Again, the very stones 
which Christ stood when brought before Pilate 
have, all probability, been identified recent arch- 
aeological research. short, get the sights, smells 
and sounds the Holy Land, and the feel its land- 
scape. 


Yet despite this wealth detailed information, there 
hint antiquarianism for its own sake. Every- 


thing duly subordinated whet Bossuet called “the 


central fact all history,” namely the Resurrection 
(p. 567-8). the introductory section get ac- 
count the sources our knowledge Christ, secular 
and religious; then comes the role the Precursor; the 
Virgin Mother and the Divine Child; striking treat- 
ment (Chapter the condition the Roman Em- 
pire and Palestine this period; the hidden and 
lives Our Lord; the account His “trial” 
and death—all these strands are oriented 
portioned toward the supreme fact the Resurrection, 
and find their meaning the light it. The author’s 
erudition immense, yet lightly carried. His knowl- 
edge the function Israel the economy salva- 
tion outstanding—indeed has produced classic 
treatment earlier book (Sacred History). 
His attention the artistic documentation Christian 
history through stained glass, tapestries, paintings and 
sculptures both unobtrusive and aesthetically just; his 
handling the “higher critics” from Celsus Renan 
distinguished for both soundness judgment and 
restraint tone. 


There seems little doubt that this book destined 
mark milestone the long record books about 
had sold 320,000 copies within year its 
original publication, and after going through 400 re- 
printings, and translation into fifteen languages, has 
established itself the leading best seller France 
since World War II. has drawn letters its author 
from parts the world, sometimes the rate 
thousands per day. Three years after its 
the author (who had already written some books, 
them novels, and won the Grand Prix the 
French Academy) was made Commander the Order 
St. Gregory the Great His Holiness, Pope Pius XII. 
Each reader will naturally try put his finger that 
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quality this reverent, orthodox, scholarly and moving 
book which has enabled bring its author such 
world wide renown, and which has commanded the 
admiration Catholics, Protestants and unbelievers 
alike. Perhaps the Christian humanism which 
radiates from these pages—a broad sense the tragedy 
the human condition, combined with 
realization that Christianity not answer, but 
“the” answer the meaning life. One gets the 
impression, difficult establish but easy perceive, 
that the author has lived his way through the truths 
ceased practice his faith for time, but later came 
back it. 


Imprimatur accompanies this book, and none was 
sought for it. English publisher, Eyre and 
tiswoode,” wrote Dutton’s Senior Editor this 
“decided have the book translated for publi- 
cation England and substitute for the Douay ver- 
sion what considered the much more widely 
known King James version. Because both the English 
publisher and author felt that this book for all 
Christians all creeds, the author readily agreed 
this substitution. After considerable discussion here, 
Dutton decided follow the lead Eyre and Spottis- 
woode. Naturally and obviously, did not attempt 
secure the Imprimatur for the book with the King 
James version. However, might point out you that 
are now beginning plans see will feasible 
bring out specific Catholic edition late 1955.” 
Thus clear that Catholics who wish read the 
present edition should obtain permission through the 
customary channels. 


summing up, cannot better than echo the 
opinion expressed the American Ecclesiastical Re- 
view (117:160 Aug. 1947) reference the original 
edition, namely, that the book “will recognized un- 
questionably one the best lives Christ avail- 
able our day.” 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Institute 

Languages and Linguistics, 
Washington 


Cowen, William The Fifth Miracle 
Longmans. Sept. 22, 1954. 214p. $3.00. 


Mr. Cowen’s new book well suited antidote 
sophisticated society that takes itself too seriously and 
God too lightly. With plot very simple dimensions, 
homely manner, and sentimental whimsy, shows the 
supreme importance faith prayer and Providence. 


Amid the upheaval occupied France, Paulette Duval 
and her step-mother are displaced from their farm 
the Nazis and moved squalid tenement life the 
factory town Courville. Papa Duval has gone into 
the Underground, but Paulette has promised him 
take care Mama and make sure that the baby ex- 
pected December boy. 


Despite her mere eight years, Paulette lives earnestly 
her responsibility. After school she daily does 
the shopping and cooking while Mama working 
the factory. Guarantee boy baby, however, seems 
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problem until the solution comes Sister Madeleine’s 
suggestion prayer the Infant Jesus. 


The account how Paulette later provides for the baby 
brother who arrives prematurely Christmas Day, 
assures the safety Mama, edifies the slum-dwellers 
around her, and even rejuvenates the devotion the 
Sisters her convent school entails four the miracles 
suggested the title. the story modern 
Pippa, whose simple all problems prayer 
and whose example converts all her associates lives 
unselfishness and religious confidence. 


The climactic fifth miracle comes the crib church, 
which Paulette has led neighborhood procession 
she returns the statue the Infant that comforted 
Mama during post-natal delirium while her real baby 
was removed hospital. There Papa’s long search 
miraculously terminated happy family reunion. 


The story inevitably damaged summary. needs 
the delicate attention detail, the nuances char- 
acterization, the simplicity sentiment, and Mr. 
Cowen’s unassuming style itself justice. 
that milieu, however, has the charm and deep mean- 
ing medieval miraculum. The setting and the 
suitability the book for all readers naturally suggest 


for Christmas shopping. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Bissell, Richard High Water 
Little, Brown. Sept. 27, 1954. 280p. $3.75. 

Mr. Bissell, who rumored have had some experi- 
ence managing pajama factory which acquired 
the data for novel called Cents later made into 
musical known Pajama Game combination 
which raking the percentage therefrom much 
higher rates than those quoted the original title, has 
also had some experience river-boats from which 
acquired the data for earlier novel entitled Stretch 
the River and, presumably, for this high-binder. 
High Water relates the adventures First Mate Duke, 
who ran away young from home Sabula and 
bummed around considerably before taking life 
the Mississippi deck-hand, from which lowly sta- 
tion gradually ascended the position First Mate 
with License earned studying Correspondence 
Courses and passing the necessary examinations. And 
since Duke’s adventures aboard the diesel-powered old 
towboat Royal Prince during her last journey the 
Mississippi, with eight barges full coal, during 
spring flood that rose higher than Mississippi spring 
floods are apt except every often, involve also 
several other members the crew, come know 
something about Grease Cup, the engineer; Ironhat and 
Casey, the two pilots; Kennedy, another engineer; 
Jackoniski, second Mate; the cook, the deckhands One 
Eye, Swede, Arkansaw, and youngster named The 
Kid. 

Romance rears its lovely head when Marie Chouteau 
spotted clinging the roof her house sub- 
merged island and rescued the Duke. gets 
like her enough think settling down marriage; 
but the crest hits the Royal Prince the awkward mo- 
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ment when the steering mechanism breaks down, and 
not only the barges have cut loose bang 
their way, possible, through the piers bridge, but 
the Royal Prince herself, (all boats are female gender, 
byTradition), goes under with all hands. However, 
for purposes putting proper end this tale, Duke 
gets life jacket onto Marie just time 
makes high ground swimming. After recovering 
from pneumonia and despondent binge brought 
the news that most everyone else dead, Duke sets 
out for Chouteau’s island hope that Marie will also 
return there. Not only that, but Grease Cup turns 
alive and the time you reach page 280, things are 
looking for Duke, who going settle down with 
Marie for some fish farming the island the Missis- 
sippi, leaving Grease Cup put for pilot the new 
towboat. 


Mr. Bissell knows how make his characters talk and 
act like their prototypes real life; the language not 
that the parlor the classroom; and these river men 
are apt rather about their attitude toward 
the ladies the towns along either shore. Adult 
readers will find that, for all the verisimilitude, Mr. 
Bissell manages keep firm rein. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Caldwell, Erskine Love and Money 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Sept. 1954. $3.50. 


Erskine Caldwell’s newest novel about writer who 
is, having just finished one 
and being unable get started another. seems 
half-hearted, such routine and footless piece 
work that one suspects joke—on the author 
well the reader—written when Caldwell was him- 
self “between books.” 


The hero Love and Money Rick Sutter, success- 
ful and important novelist. Whenever Rick finishes 
book, feels compelled off some kind 
spree, (usually women, liquor, both), which serves 
him both release and purgation. The story begins 
Rick has just finished his fifteenth novel, and carries 
through the completion his fifteenth binge, 
this time only emotional one. 


settle down work, Rick meets Tess and falls vio- 
lently love with her. Since she cannot return his 
love, Tess runs off New Orleans, which reason- 
able any her actions. Rick follows, and this sets 
the pattern the book. Tess flees and Rick pursues, 
over half the United States. The chase slowed from 
time time beautiful women who into Rick’s 
bed while sleeping throw themselves before 
him one way another, but mostly the pace break- 
neck. After couple hundred pages this, Rick 
last able turn his typewriter, sadder and 
wiser, and begin the sixteenth novel. 


Rick, Tess and the other characters Love and Money 
seem motivated—when motivation discernible all 
—only animal instincts or, the most, primitively 


human feelings. They are unbelievable and, worse, 
uninteresting. Even Erskine Caldwell fans are likely 


disappointed this latest novel. Caldwell’s 
flair for low comedy indulged only single episode; 
his city sophisticates are insipid when compared with 
his unforgettable backcountry grotesques; there 
violence; and while there great deal discussion 
sex—and fair amount performance—it neither 
shocking nor titillating, only tasteless and crude. 


St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Bolton, Whitney The Silver Spade 


Farrar. Sept. 10, 1954. 230p. $3.75. 

Whitney Bolton has provided with the Conrad Hil- 
ton story. The title refers the spade that Hilton uses 
when turns the earth the ceremonies held just 
prior beginning the construction new hotel. 
The spade has been used several occasions but 
Hilton has also bought several hotels already opera- 
tion, and such times has had opportunity use 
the silver spade. 

The author evidently intended impart air the 
fantastic his story. Actually questionable 
whether such effort was needed. The accomplish- 
ments Hilton are themselves almost unbelievable, 
and require only cold recital make them impres- 
sive. Starting from small hotel operated connec- 
tion with his father’s store San Antonio, Texas, 
1907, now operates seventeen the finest hotels 
the world, scattered all over the United States, well 
the West Indies and Spain. new hotel 
planned for Istanbul; another planned for Cairo; 
more are course planned for this country. Never 
before has another man even remotely approached the 
position the hotel world now occupied Conrad 
Hilton. When bought his first real hotel Cisco, 
Texas, had great difficulty raising the required 
$40,000 pay for it. recent years, however, had 
difficulty raising approximately $8,000,000 for the 
Plaza Hotel New York, nor about 
$8,000,000 for the Stevens Hotel Chicago, although 
was buying the Palmer House Chicago for about 
$20,000,000 almost the same time. The Hilton 
hotels make money; bankers have hesitancy pro- 
viding Hilton with the money that needs for ac- 
quiring any property that considers desirable. 
times able buy hotel very attractive price, 
did when bought the Mayflower Washing- 
ton approximately one-sixth its construction cost. 
Today received circular from the Mayflower, and 
note that the daily charge for single rooms range from 
$6.50 $17.00, and that the double rooms cost from 
$13.00 $19.00 per day. When you realize that these 
are typical Hilton hotel charges, and when you further 
realize that most Hilton hotels, like all luxury hotels, 
are very well patronized throughout the year, you will 
understand how man with Hilton’s foresight and 
courage could pay off the staggering debts acquired 
purchasing hotels. There has never before been 
era which even approached the present one 
nation, far opulent living for large numbers 
people concerned. Conrad Hilton was courageous 
enough take advantage this situation, 
made himself the greatest host, for price, that the 
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world has ever known. This book will enable you 
understand his career, which would have been possible 
only this nation and this stage our economic 


expansion. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Faviell, Frances The Dancing Bear 
Norton. Sept. 20, 1954. 246p. $3.50. 


The Dancing Bear story Berlin during the Occu- 
pation. Frances Faviell, whose husband was British 
officer, arrived Berlin after the Russian orgy loot- 
ing and raping had left cowed and starved people, 
and though more than year had the end 
the war, Berlin was still ruin. “The complete and 
utter devastation Berlin” had shaken the author pro- 
foundly, and she was “filled with horror and despair 
the depths which civilization could sink.” She 
herself had been buried the ruins her Chelsea 
house during the London blitz. She had come Ger- 
many prepared hate the Germans, but all she could 
feel was pity—pity for the abject misery and suffering 
she saw all about her. 


chance meeting with Frau Altmann led her in- 
troduction the Altmann household German 
family, once rich, but now reduced extreme poverty. 
The Altmanns are vividly portrayed. Herr Altmann, 
elderly, sick, his once-brilliant mind dimmed the 
happenings during the sack Berlin, seems incapable 
understanding just what has happened. Frau 
mann, kind, cultured, religious, desperately unhappy 
over the possible fate her oldest son, Kurt, missing 
Russia. She utterly devoted Fritz, her younger 
son and completely blind any fault him, excus- 
ing him even when she finds out had betrayed her 
the Nazi authorities for having sheltered Jewish 
couple. 


The two daughters, Ursula and Lilli, attract the au- 
thor’s interest. they who make possible for the 
family exist. Ursula, the elder had not escaped the 
mass raping during the invasion. Vivacious, beautiful, 
cynical, she now exchanges her favors for cigarettes 
with which obtain necessities for her family, and 
not above aiding her brother Fritz his black market 
activities. Lilli, the younger, whose delicate blonde 
loveliness and grace Miss Faviell, who also artist, 
tries capture her sketches, ballet dancer. 
one, least all her mother, fully aware the fact 
that Lilli too fragile, that her health precarious. 
Fritz who the main concern Frau Altmann. 
Fritz secretive about his activities. bitter and 
resentful. refuses work for the British the 
Americans. Like many other German youths 
ready and willing exchange the swastika for the ham- 
mer and sickle. 


The years bring many changes the Altmanns. The 
death the father, the tragic death Lilli the 
result love affair with Russian officer, the deser- 
tion Fritz the Communists, the marriage Ursula 
American soldier and her departure for America 
—all these are blows borne Frau Altmann with 
patience and courage. 
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pital, she near death, Frances Faviell who with 
her the end. 


Through the recounting the incidents the lives 
the Altmanns Frances Faviell gives excellent picture 
conditions Germany. The author does not linger 
over her own impressions the events her own 
stay Berlin. She remains very much the back- 
ground sympathetic friend the German family. 
The book beautifully and the reader cannot 
help but moved pity for the human beings whose 
lives are deeply affected war. The book worth 
reading. 

Rose Belvedere, 

Brooklyn, New York 


Havighurst, Walter 

Annie Oakley and the Wild West 
Macmillan. Sept. 14, 1954. 246p. $4.50. 
This entertaining little book somewhat misleading 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show. All the 
characters the Congress Rough Riders emerge 
frontier glory—Nate Salsbury, Frank Butler, Ned Bunt- 
line, Arizona John and Sitting Bull. 


The book based the life Annie Oakley and her 
travels with Cody’s show. Little Sure Shot was born 
Ohio 1860. Around Greenville she was known 
Annie Mozie. She shot grouse and quail for Cin- 
cinnati hotels. They liked Annie’s birds—they were 
shot through the head. 


Cincinnati, Annie engaged shooting match with 
Frank Butler. She beat him one point. Butler 
married Annie, and through the years “Butler and 
Oakley” toured the world sharpshooting team. 
Annie had never been west the Mississippi but the 
eyes the world she was the Western girl. seven- 
teen years circus life she only missed four shows. 
This remarkable record covered 170,000 miles travel. 


1885, Nate Salsbury, general manager Buffalo 
Bill’s show signed Annie Oakley contract. She 
became the hit Cody’s Wild West. She broke glass 
balls using knife reflector. was common for 
her split playing cards held with the thin edge facing 
the rifle. Cards tossed the air Butler would 
drilled dozen times before hitting the 
forated theatre tickets, University football passes and 
free tickets all kinds are called “Annie Oakleys.” 


Edward Judson, alias Ned Buntline, found Wil- 
liam Cody asleep under wagon Fort McPherson. 
After watching Cody ride horse Buntline created 
character. Cody became Buffalo Bill. Bunt- 
line wrote dime novels with Cody the hero. (Buntline 
once wrote 610 page novel hours.) Buffalo Bill 
toured the country and his show was the result. 
Cody lived high. drank like fish but the tall, 
handsome, frontiersman met more kings, dukes and 
duchesses than most took his Wild 
West Show European tours. Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert loved the show. Annie Oakley once 
shot cigarette from the the Crown Prince 


Germany (William II). 
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Late life Annie Oakley felt the burden show life. 
James Bailey insisted upon grueling schedules 
Cody’s new manager. Injured train wreck Annie 
recuperated and played winter engagements and sea- 
sonal wild west. Her records were fabulous. She prob- 
ably broke more glass balls than any other human. She 
once broke 4772 balls out 5000 day’s shooting! 


About five feet height and never much more than 
one hundred pounds, Annie Oakley always remained 
farm girl. She never had any children but supported 
countless orphans. She died Ohio 1926. Frank 
Butler died three weeks later. 

Professor Havighurst has done good job recreating 
the Wild West Show. His character presentations are 
excellent. the book has fault the author’s 
failure present the mechanics show life. all 
tinsel and glory. The dirt, financial problems and 
transportation difficulties are barely mentioned. 


All all, this definite contribution Americana. 
may read children and adults. Circus lovers 
will drool over Annie, Butler and Cody. 


Frank Brown, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Garnier, 

Salazar Portugal: Intimate Portrait 
Farrar, Straus Young. Sept. 13, 1954. 217p. $3.00. 
One small corner Europe, the peninsula, 
has seen two revolutions the past quarter-century. 
One, the Spanish Civil War, has been the subject 
much polemical writing and even little objective ex- 
amination. The other, the tranquil reshaping Portu- 
gal, has been virtually ignored the savants and seers. 
Yet, the large view, may well that Portugal’s 
revolution the more important for the world’s future. 
the gentle, scholarly leader this bloodless 
revolution that Miss Garnier treats Salazar Portu- 
gal. 
Salazar enigmatic figure. For twenty-three years 
has directed the destinies Portugal, and yet 
remains but dim figure the periphery the 
world’s consciousness. Even well-informed people tend 
view him political abstraction, symbol rather 
than man. Salazar has wanted that way. his 
own people, seems remote, somewhat Olympian 
figure. has shunned the pomp politics, 
fused court public favor, and still rules. “There 
are several ways governing,” told Miss Garnier. 
“Mine requires solitude.” 


Concerned more with Salazar than with his policies, 
Miss Garnier had sought out his family and his friends, 
had visited the scenes important periods 
career, scarcely expecting that the Premier, with his 
reputed aversion women and journalists, would grant 
anything more than brief, formal, and uninformative 
interview. her surprise, Salazar gave her cordial 
reception and manifested willingness talk 
number subjects, ranging from food religion. 
the recorded conversations, Salazar reveals himself 
wise and Christian statesman; wise enough distin- 
guish religion Christian enough 
ognize the limitations political reform. 
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Written delightfully informal style, Salazar 
Portugal presents friendly appraisal unique 
tical personage. stimulating book, should rank 
high the general reader’s list. 


Frank Gerrity, Ph.D., 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Cochran, Jacqueline The Stars Noon 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 13, 1954. 274p. $4.50. 


The autobiography Mrs. Floyd Odlum, Jacqueline 
Cochran she better known, the story truly 
remarkable woman. feminine incarnation Hora- 
tio Alger, she has actually lived the rags-to-riches career 
that American democracy boasts its potential for 
the industrious individual. More than that, throughout 
the career that has brought her several times around 
the globe, into the parlors the world’s great, and 
decorated renown well considerable wealth she 
has never lost the common touch steady awareness 
how preciously God has blessed her native land. 


Miss Cochran calls herself refugee from Sawdust 
Road.” Born and reared the sawmill towns 
Florida, she wore flour-sack dresses and had shoes 
until she was eight years old. Despite irreligious foster 
parents, she learned godliness and the religion she has 
clung from missionary priest; cleanliness, from 
school teacher; honesty and morality, from reformed 
prostitute. Then came nursing training Alabama 


and subsequent work cosmetician before flight 
instruction and marriage with Odlum opened the career 
aviation that made her famous. 


The details that career permit brief summary, in- 
cluding they several hundred awards, trophies, 
speed records, and unique achievements business, 
public service, and aeronautics. The war years, too, 
offer crowded record since she was then key figure 
the WASPS and WAFS. Last year came kind 
culmination: the International Flying Organization’s 
gold medal for the greatest achievement any pilot, 
man woman, 1953. Her activities have brought 
her into contact with Churchill, four presidents, Franco, 
Lord Beaverbrook, Syngman Rhee, Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek, Cardinal Spellman, Jimmy Doolittle, Mao- 
Tsetung, and many others. Perhaps the occasion that 
she writes most feelingly, however, extended 
audience with the Pope. 


The book, must said frankly, without stylistic 
distinction and makes pretension literary quality. 
Instead have the open admission that her husband 
has supplied semblance grammatical correctness 
and continuity revision her efforts. times the 
writing hurried its crowded presentation fact, 
abrupt transition, impulsive and spasmodic coher- 
ence. Honesty and warmth are thereby enhanced, and 
perhaps the result will prove damaging the market 
for ghost-writers. The sincerity lovable person- 
ality, plus constantly recurrent message faith and 
persistence, should prove adequate compensation for 
the lack literary polish. 


The closing pages are exhortation her country- 
men, especially those their youth, set aside social 
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rivalries, disdain dependence government hand- 
outs, work team, cultivate the faith and 
tenacity that have made the United States “the best 
the world has ever known.” From someone more art- 
ful and self-serving, this might sound hollow and af- 
fected. From Miss Cochran instead the ingenu- 
ously earnest advice wide experience and thoughtful 
judgment, and merits respectful hearing her 


audience. 
George Grauel, Ph.D. 
John University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


* ~ 


Canning, Victor Handful Silver 
Sloane-Morrow. Sept. 15, 1954. 256p. $3.50. 


English schoolteacher, once member the mili- 
tary intelligence during the war, mysteriously solicited 
his erstwhile superior assist some shennanigans 
having vaguely with the Foreign Office. Out 
pure personal loyalty his old colonel, David Fraser 
accepts the assignment and finds himself installed 
French Mediterranean villa protector Persian 
Gulf prince whose willing signature needed con- 
tinue valuable oil concession. Powers the prince’s 
own land, however, seek transfer the rights the 
Soviet Union. 

Naturally, the prince kidnapped from under 
guarding eye, and beautiful girl and some strange 
Frenchmen have something with it. Detection, 
pursuits, escapes, fights, and the like all follow, leading 
the hero through lonely chateau, circus and the 
wild Pyrenees. The major surprise this suspense 
story, while revealed about midway the narrative, 
actually given away the title. 


This honest effort write thriller the Ambler- 
Greene manner, but the author never succeeds 
charging either the atmosphere the characters the 
necessary extent. While can recommended 
adults for evening’s diversion, they will getting 
something not quite first rate its field. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Cushing, Mary Watkins The Rainbow Bridge 
Putnam. Sept. 20, 1954. 318p. $3.75. 

Just before the first Great War, Olive Fremstad reigned 
(but not without rivals) Wagnerian soprano New 
York’s Metropolitan Opera. For seven years, including 
the last three the Met, the author was Fremstad’s 
constant companion and “trouble-shooter.” The situa- 
tion was one difficulty for teenager, the author 
was the beginning the employment, but Mrs. 
Cushing appears have enjoyed all, judging from 
her reminisences the period here published. 


Composed entirely behind the scenes vignettes the 
singer’s personal and professional life, this one strictly 
for the devotee the opera. Its public need not 
limited those who recall the singer’s career from 
first-hand experience but may include even the younger 
generations operagoers because the anecdotes, the 
mannerisms, the foibles, could all attributed any 
dozen figures the art, and thus have form 
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universal appeal for those interested the subject. 
There little, however, the personality the life 
make this attractive for the general reader. Art sur- 
passes life Willa Cather’s Song the Lark. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


* * 


Waltari, Mika Moonscape 
Translated Naomi Walford. Putnam. Sept. 17, 1954. 
310p. $3.50. 

Probably these stories had more charm and delicacy 
the original than they have English; their success 
depends largely atmosphere and subtlety and 
obviously very difficult set forth English for 
Americans the nuances employed Finn writing 
for Finns. Yet even the reader who makes all due 
allowances must judge that the stories would have been 
better left unwritten; least, they should have been 
left untranslated. English they look, their best, 
like fumbling efforts what Willa Cather and 
Somerset Maugham did expertly. their worst they 
are Defoe reduced trash, and they are their worst 
the longest story this collection. This particular 
novelette the lurid-confession type its most 
sordid form, the sort thing that printed lamen- 
table abundance but not ordinarily marketed 
reputable publishers. Despite this one atrocity, the 
other stories might give the book some value they 
were exceptionally good; they are not. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Eska, Karl 

Translated Robert Kee. 

This novel another presentation, fictional form, 
segment life within the mystery-shrouded Soviet 
Union. Coming soon after the publication Igor 
Gouzenko’s Fall Titan, inevitably invites com- 
parison with that massive work. The differences be- 
tween the two novels are immediately apparent. The 
complexity characterization, intricacy plot and 
philsophical musings given Mr. Gouzenko are not 
nearly evident the comparatively slight story told 
Mr. Eska. However, though their methods differ, 
the two authors have given essentially the same 
picture the oppression the spirit and the frequent, 
times despairing, kicking against the goad which 
characterize the victims the great Communist experi- 
ment. 


The Five Seasons 


Viking. Sept. 17, 1954. 344p. 


Out the experiences his enforced sojourn the 
Turkmen Republic the USSR from 1941 1945, 
the author has written tale simple people striving 
desperately live out their lives without strangling 
the strands the Communist web that has been 
around them. The Communist experiment 
presented all its stark simplicity. The wandering 
herdsmen and peasant farmers Central Asia are 
caught the toils the collectivization and indus- 
trialization programs decreed almost mythical leaders 
from far-off Moscow. The great Plan rules supreme. 
Desires for individual expression, the elementary neces- 


Waltari Eska Borden 


127 


sities existence, even the very forces nature must 
yield it. against this background that the author 
paints his portrait young Ana Mamedova she 
grows into womanhood. 


Ana “new Soviet citizen,” completely developed 
under the new regime. She ardent member 
the Soviet youth organization, the Komsomol, and 
passionately, even woodenly, devoted the Commu- 
nist theory and the ideals the great Plan. 
mainly through her experiences that receive 
glimpse the outlaw boys who frequent the bazaars 
and prey unwary citizens, the peasants and herd- 
men and the party bureaucracy which her mother 
venal member. Permeating all these experiences 
the inexorable march the seasons, the four usual 
ones and the fifth—famine—a product the events 
the other four. The bursting dam, which had 
guarded the water supply precious the people 
Central Asia, marks the the story and the 
beginning the march toward famine. This famine 
was unusual phenomenon. its wake left thou- 
sands dead. However, for the Communist officials 
“never existed” because was not part the great 
Plan. How these two contradictory notions could exist 
side side part the author’s story and tells 
interesting and thought provoking way. 


This book could not classified great literature. 
His message important the author that the 
characterization and clarity plot. However, de- 
serves the attention discriminating adults. This re- 
viewer found sometimes shocking, often despairing 
its lack hope. But through all this, the reader 
will able get glimpse real people, people 
little known the West. should also obtain 
some useful understanding the Communist experi- 
ment and realization the problems that will exist 
achieving meeting minds between the peoples 
the West and those the Soviet Union even after 
the day when, God’s Providence, the Iron Curtain 
will have been lifted and the fog Communist oppres- 
sion will have been dissipated. 


John Long, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Borden, Mary 


Longmans, Green. 


Margin Error 
Sept. 15, 1954. 249p. $3.50. 
Resorting tried and potentially interesting formula, 
the gathering group people aboard transoceanic 
plane which forced down, Mary Borden evolves 
story which hardly lives the promise its in- 
Practically all these persons, both personnel 
and passengers, find some meaning their lives 
consequence their experience. Almost all the pas- 
sengers are involved, directly indirectly, British 
colonial incident—the murder native African chief 
—and the crash averts disaster for some and brings re- 
lease for others, since without this mishap the British 
Colonial Office would confronted with dilemma. 
Because the nature the story, told great 
extent flashbacks which are controlled sufficiently 
provide with continuity. However, the impres- 
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sion effects more skeletonized than fully de- 
veloped narrative. 


The principal characters are John Fenton and 
Father Michael, both involved the murder, and 
Fenton particularly the political implications the 
crime, for British civil servant. Fenton also 
involved personal problem; guilty adultery 
which Miss Borden seems consider occupational 
requirement all the Crown’s servants. Fenton 
shown upright, honest, humane, but victimized 
the red tape Whitehall and his too generous 
nature. Yet not only escapes the social censure for 
his conduct but assured happy life with the 
stewardess, who previously had enjoyed illicit liaison 
with another Britisher. Father Michael portrayed 
simple and naive missionary, woefully ignorant 
theology, and given such bland idiocies as, 
stupid. only know that have lied and when 
think that may cost young man’s life, could 
almost wonder right confess the truth.” 


Despite some evocative description and exciting narra- 
tive, the novel neither compelling nor significant, 
some other reviewers would have you believe. There 
tribute paid certain British characteristics: their 
durability, their stiff upper lip role, their concern for 
the “white man’s burden,” their school tie attitude to- 
ward life and morality. There also evident crass 
ignorance Catholicity; for instance, scene 
woman going confession Father Michael gross 
caricature the Sacrament. However, despite its in- 
adequacy, the novel innocuous. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Owen, Frank The Eddie Chapman Story 
Messner. Oct. 11, 1954. 242p. $3.50. 


Frank Owen, the veteran English journalist, wrote this 
story about Eddie Chapman for Eddie Chapman. Fan- 
tastic, incredible—but true. This another World 
War story and yet like other. There never 
was another Eddie Chapman. entirely different. 


Eddie Chapman, young Englishman, prior the out- 
break the War was first-class crook and safecracker. 
The London Police and Scotland Yard both knew him 
and had eyes for him. jailed the Island 
Jersey and while doing time there the little island 
taken over Hitler’s Army. sells himself the 
Germans and taken France where carefully 
schooled sabotage. time parachuted onto 
England with instructions blow the Haviland 
bomber plant. Instead sells himself the English— 
believe not. incredible hoax followed and the 
man returns Germany for hero’s reception and 
much money knew how spend. While the 
Allied Forces are racing through France and Germany 
despairingly reads the handwriting the wall, Chap- 
man again dropped onto England. This time 
stayed. Incredible the word for all. 

Soldiers who spent time England, France and Ger- 
many through 1942 and 1945 will read this story with 
peculiar avidness. much the then unknowable 
becomes now known. The story well told the 
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jouncey style master journalist albeit like most war 
stories this one, too, touched here and there ex- 
cusable vulgarity. This reviewer found the book in- 
teresting, fascinating, utterly incredible, factually incon- 
trovertible. Eddie Chapman apparently Inter- 
national Racketeer without peer! 


Meighan, 
New York New York 


Felsen, Henry The Cup Fury 
Random House. Sept. 27, 1954. 245p. $3.00. 

Juvenile delinquency has caused some acrimonious dis- 
cussion recently and Mr. Felsen here adds his bit 
way hard-boiled, fast-paced novel. His writing 
ability professional—action, suspense, surprise are all 
well handled. But the book would better read 
adults than teen-agers. fact think ought 
classed partly objectionable adult book. This 
criticism the author’s intention, which fully right; 
but his execution includes too many realistic details 
passion and violence that will only arouse young 
readers. The plot works out very strongly the side 
law and right. fact the final pages describing how 
self-assertive teen-ager made the helpless dupe 
criminal gang present very powerful lesson. They 
might some good for the tough type teen-ager, 
who considers crime alluring. The book could perhaps 
well recommended reform schools, anyone 
dealing with criminally inclined youngsters. should 
powerful deterrent. the story how Link 
Aller, young tough, ruins his life and very nearly that 
girl. not, however, receive general rec- 


ommendation. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Kane, Hartnett 

Spies for the Blue and the Gray 
Hanover House. Oct. 1954. 311p. $3.75. 
This new volume Mr. Kane, riding along the 
wave popularity “intimates” about the Civil War, 
very enjoyable and quite readable. The outstanding 
defect this reviewer’s estimation sense “let 
down,” and that meant, that the intriguing figures, 
North and South, the “Cloak and Dagger” breed, 
while clearly and interestingly depicted are not just 
complete. Either Mr. Kane should have written 
larger work concentrated fewer subjects. 
too much about too many packed into too small 
volume. 


The “pathos” engendered throughout the volume 
balanced; these spies “Blue Gray” really live 
and leave that the sterling qualities 
American ingenuity and aggressiveness surely are not 
confined the entrepreneurs “big” business. An- 


other point commendation the graphic portrayal 
the utter dedication these men and women who 
risked all for their respective causes. 


Finally, there the bubbling sense humor these 
operatives the dangerous business spying. 
matter which side the spy was on, the other always 
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saw this grim operation the humor being out- 
guessed, when accompanied laugh and merry 
quip. warms the heart read how touchy old 
Ambrose Burnside took his beating the Moon 
Risters. For those interested Americana the Civil 
War, Mr. Kane’s work worth the price. 


Berkeley Kines, 
Associate Professor History, 
University Scranton 


* * 


Haymaker, Richard 
From Pampas Hedgerows and Downs 
Bookman Associates. Oct. 15, 1954. 398p. $5.00. 


This book scholarly, carefully wrought study the 
art Hudson, author Green Mansions and 
naturalist studies England and Argentina. Mr. Hay- 
maker’s obvious zeal for his subject somewhat 
smothered under his wide-ranging allusions. Pedantry 
removed, this book would half its present length, 
and considerably more effective. stands, one 


wonders how many readers will willing plow 
through lengthy obiter dicta such subjects “the 
roots our appreciation nature” and the treatment 
nature the world’s poetry and painting; one grows 
restive under the author’s references other arts and 
disciples, for these references are clumsily handled. 


The quotations from Hudson, the other hand, are 
always apt and revealing, and Mr. Haymaker careful 
distinguish between Hudson the naturalist and nature 
essayist and Hudson the novelist, “able secure 
niche for himself among the lesser masters English 
fiction.” The final chapter its discussion Hudson 
“religious atheist” makes plain stand hinted 
throughout the book. The author goes even beyond 
hoping that, future, man will not keep 
“beating his wings forever over the patrimonial con- 
fines some obsolescent religion.” (There earlier 
indication that Catholicism chief among the “obso- 
lescent.”) The portion quoted gives some idea Mr. 
Haymaker’s inflated style and sufficient indication that 
his point view scarcely acceptable. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


Chiari, Joseph The Poetic Drama Paul Claudel 
Kenedy. Oct. 14, 1954. 186p. $3.75. 


This book offers unusual critical analysis Claudel’s 
literary creations relation the great poet dramatists 
the world. The author knows that Claudel 
major world poet, however, not carried away 
his enthusiasm, many cthers have been, 
pronounce his name the same breath with those 
Homer, Virgil and Dante. 

order avoid any confusion the mind his 
readers, the author traces brief but excellent pic- 
ture the evolution poetic drama, thus narrows the 
field possible disagreements about the meaning 
such words tragedy, pathos, etc. this matter 
studies the meaning the Greek tragedy. 
The Shakespearean, Racinian and Cornelian heroes are 
carefully studied, analyzed and compared. The age 
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Voltaire produced melodrama, with overworked plots, 
shallow psychology and pasteboard characters, which 
had nothing with poetry. The French Romantics 
with the idea trying escape the conventions the 
seventeenth century drama failed see that “pathos 
not matter incidents and plots but situations 
which human being can master.” closes his 
chapter “Drama and Poetry” with brief considera- 
tion Maeterlink whom considers failure 
poet because did not pour into his “Pelleas and 
Melisande” the “dramatic pathos which can move 
audience witnessing the undeserved suffering noble 
hearts.” 


Mr. Chiari then takes ten the most important 
plays Claudel. The plots, the characters, the lan- 
guage, each these are considered most carefully. 
“Téte d’Or” more epic than play. “La Ville” 
neither drama nor tragedy, not even good play, 
yet contains “some Claudel’s best poetry.” “Le 
Repos Jour” brought out Claudel’s 
most profound religious poem “pervaded with feelings 
holiness and joy.” The last the earlier plays 
Claudel, “L’Echange,” whose action takes place the 
East coast the United States and our own time, 
drama but has not yet combined poetry and 
drama absolutely one. 


the “Partage Midi” Chiari recognizes the evolution 
which has taken place Claudel. considers 
“one the most lyrical plays ever written” with great 
deal pathos due the conflict between the beliefs 
and the uncertainties the main protagonists. “L’An- 
nonce faite Marie” viewed Claudel’s masterpiece 
and possibly “one the great plays the world.” 
Claudel’s whole poetic and dramatic work found 
the “Soulier Satin.” the trilogy plays “L’Otage, 
Pain Dur, Pére Chiari considers “Le 
Pain Dur” the best poetic drama the trilogy. 


the question theology and love Claudel’s works, 
the author renders excellent and prudent judgment. 
The comparisons which establishes between 
Eliot and Fry and Claudel are unusual. The analysis 
Claudel’s poetical art remarkably well done. The 
book filled with many, many quotations all French. 
contains complete bibliography the works 
Claudel from 1882 1954, well selected list 
works, articles and essays dealing with the author. 
Truly, just interpretation Claudel’s genius 
universal poet and dramatist which should “must” 
all homes and libraries. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University Louisiana, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Oursler, Fulton Lights Along the Shore 
Hanover House. Oct. 1954. 348p. $2.95. 


The late Fulton Oursler wrote many books, detective 
stories and plays. But his admirers felt that many 
his personal notes and contributions magazines and 
newspapers deserved published book form, and 
therefore the members his family have given permis- 
sion assemble forty-one them under the title, 
Lights Along the Shore. 
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Some these are about religious theme, such the 
author’s account his conversion, his defence the 
Ten Commandments, his explanation the meaning 
Easter, and why the Blessed Virgin should called 
the mother all mankind. Under this same heading 
may group his stories, mostly about Protestant minis- 
ters, whose faith God enabled them triumph over 
seemingly impossible obstacles. Others are descriptions 
his travels, his remedies for juvenile delinquency, 
humorous incidents his lecture-tours, and reminis- 
ences his interviews with distinguished figures the 
political and theatrical world. There are two short- 
short mystery stories, and few remind that honesty 
and words praise not always unrewarded 
this world, and how self-mastery has saved people 
critical situations. Throughout the book the editors 
add interesting side-lights about Oursler’s relationship 
with the persons who are mentioned his stories, 
his state mind immediately before after par- 
ticular article appeared print. 


These stories are called “inspirational” the jacket 
the book. They may indeed for those 
religious beliefs all but certainly very few them 
life the supernatural plane thought 
action. difficult share Oursler’s enthusiasm for 


Bernarr Macfadden whose overemphasis 
culture obscures the role the soul, for self-con- 
fessed skeptic like George Bernard Shaw, for 
clergyman like Harry Emerson Fosdick who does not 
even regard Christ the Son God. 


Shortly before his death 1952 the author penned 


these words the miraculous healings performed 
Jesus during his ministry and reported the New 
Testament (the very shadow St. Peter made people 
well) are being repeated not only the shrines the 
devout, such Lourdes, but modern hospitals, where 
psychosomatic medicine opening the minds 
terialists forces deeper than they know.” This 
certainly going far place the cures psycho- 
somatic medicine the same level with the miracles 
our Saviour. 


this same year mentioned why had ceased 
contented agnostic. “First, saw that could 
never make the world safe for democracy unless and 
until had citizenship high integrity 
acter, worthy the freedoms democracy. Second, 
that Jesus Christ was once the teacher and the Ex- 
emplar the life integrity.” Catholic apologists 
have usually said that must follow Christ our 
leader because was truly divine and not because 
exemplified the noblest traits good citizen. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 
New York, New York 


Audett, James Henry (Blackie) 
Rap Sheet: Life Story 
Sloane-Morrow. Sept. 15, 1954. 284p. $4.00. 


The professional criminal today seems filled with just 
one purpose—to write his life story and through this 
medium steer young people straight. Coming within 
six Months Chessman’s Cell 2455 (Best Sellers, May 
15, 1954) one struck with the thought that back- 


Audett 


Best SELLERs 


ground crime may the publisher’s price for 
cepting story for publication. 


Here story told life long professional bank- 
robber (27 his credit) that filled with the names 
bygone era, names like Capone, Baby Face Nelson, 
John Dillinger and many others. There mention 
the protection offered him the Pendergast gang and 
the transmittal $260,000 Pendergast money 
Huey Long. There also deeply sentimental side 
our boy who with partner robs bank $9,000 and 
sends the whole swag orphanage because “them 
kids did something me.” 


This book did something too, but nothing like 
that. Not only wouldn’t lead give away 
$9,000, wouldn’t even led give away $4.00 
buy copy. 


Whether not the incidents described herein are true, 
this reviewer does not know! know that find hard 
say anything kind about this effort. Gene Lowall 
who identifies himself former newspaper man and 
now special investigator for the district attorney 
Denver, states the foreward that helped write the 
book. Evidently didn’t help enough, the book 
monotonous repetition bank after bank 
robbery, interlaced appropriate intervals with 
romantic dalliance, close shaves with the law, frequent 
arrests and equally frequent prison breaks. 


written style that hardly calculated keep 
you suspense interest. The monotonous and 
studied repetition grammatical errors, the inevitable 
sanctimonious disdain the professional criminal for 
the dope have use for dope peddlers,” all 
have the earmarks story written before and rewrit- 
ten for publisher’s profits. 

The story about the forty years criminal life 
Blackie Audett who starts his career running away 
from drunken father, later shanghaied into the 
Canadian Army World War and returns home 
just the girl loves dies the flu epidemic. Broken 
spirit Blackie embarks life crime. one 
point even pulls deus out the machina when, 
being pursued the police, pops into hotel room. 
There spread the bed the cassock priest who 
showering the next room. Needless say Blackie 
dons the cassock, escapes the police and goes 
another adventure! the course his travels Blackie 
does time Alcatraz, Leavenworth, McNeil Island, 
and many other prisons. 


Chessman’s publishers got some sociologists say that 
his book was major contribution the study the 
professional publishers evidently 
don’t travel such erudite academic circles they 
have such endorsements. The jacket does say, how- 
ever, that “fascinating personal document 
peculiarly penetrating study life outside the law, 
told without malice apology.” Malice apology 
may lacking but also credibility and interest. 


bear the author malice, but his publishers owe the 
reading public apology for this bit drivel. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 
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Rutledge, Nancy Cry Murder 


Dutton. Nov. 1954. 192p. $2.75. 

Even you have not read this chase and suspense story 
the issues last year’s Saturday Evening Post, will 
not harm your enjoyment tell you that this the 
story successful actor’s attempt rid himself 
former mistress who blackmailing him carefully 
planned and executed murder with poisoned choco- 
lates. All would have gone according plan, except 
that, foolishly remarkably conspicuous hat with 
purple feather, Francys Maguire, girl, 
followed the famous Humphrey Ward the night 
had chosen eliminate Rachel. Humphrey must, 
sure, eliminate Francys order protect himself. 
First must find her and then find suitable oppor- 
tunity kill her such way that her death not 
connected with him. That finally almost succeeds 
keeps the reader pretty breathless the last page 
two. well-written and plotted story that has time 
develop some fresh and interesting characterizations. 


Recommended. 


Tante Marie’s French Pastry 
Translated Charlotte Turgeon. 
Sept. 30, 1954. 146p. $3.75. 

There something superstition the publishing 
game that cook book sure “best seller,” 
least, good and steady seller. That, like all wise 
saws and proverbs, not always true. But fairly 
well-established that good cook book sure sell 
well. People will buy the bundle recipes whether 


Oxford University Press. 


they mean try them out their kitchenware not. 
seems that the Oxford University Press knew 
they had something special Tante Marie’s choice 
recipes for the confection pastry the French tradi- 


tion. Fortified with two indices, one English, the 
other French, permit the curious track down 
the name cake tart eclair listed some 
carte bill-of-fare, this slim book has the sound common 
sense any good cook; the directions are clear and 
precise. Reading the list ingredients and the method 
preparing the many delectable desserts will whet 
the appetite anyone, and tempt many weak soul 
away from the discipline diets. And you are for- 
tunate enough have cook who can make these 
dishes, vous mangerez trés bien, mes petites. 


Nichols, Beverley Man’s Street 


Dutton, 1954. 210p. 
Ames, Delano 
Washburn. Sept. 1954. 


Dean, Amber The Devil Threw Dice 
Doubleday. Sept. 1954. 187p. $2.75. 


Davis, Frederick Another Morgue Heard From 
Doubleday. Oct. 1954. 188p. $2.75. 


This quartet who-did-its represent 
average harvest from the monthly crop crime fiction. 
Beverley Nichols making first sally into the field, 
after having some thirty odd books published, which 
remember with pleasure the autobiographical Merry 
Hall. His elaborate plot, which bankrupt 
and somewhat disreputable who also 
spected music critic done death his shabbily 
bare flat Chelsea. The shabby street with its stretch 


$2.75. 


Coffin for Christopher 
189p. $2.50. 


Tante Marie’s French Pastry Nichols Ames Dean Davis 
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bombed-out bare lots looks very much like any one 
hundreds other back-bay streets London else- 
where. anonymous street, one without dis- 
tinctive character, the title insists man’s 
Mr. Nichols’ detective retired private in- 
vestigator who would much rather puttering around 
with his garden and who takes the investigation 
this dubious case only for the chance gives him 
plan for some fountains; and that makes Mr. Green 
thinly disguised alter-ego author Nichols. con- 
sistently interesting, especially you like music little 
and complications that keep you guessing. But 
crime story for adults. 


Jane and Dagobert Brown are the Mr.-and-Mrs. com- 
bination who eventually solve the mystery Chris- 
topher Piper’s unlamented demise, which was first sup- 
posed the result his accidentally taking too 
many sleeping pills after drinking too much absinthe 
when came late his home Thorpe-on-the- 
Locke. This another British mystery; but made 
amusing not only the incredibly giddy and carefree 
attitudes Mr. and Mrs. Brown, particularly toward 
their domestic economy, but also equally in- 
credibly precocious pair eleven-year-old girls, twin 
daughters Christopher and Elisabeth Piper. Mrs. 
Ames seems expert enough this sort thing although 
credited with only one previous effort, Mourning 
for the Matador, which Jane and Dagobert are the 
sleuthing pair. 

Amber Dean, the other hand has ten murder tales 
behind him and makes The Devil Threw Dice his 
eleventh. The scene small town named Stalk 
Western New York, near Batavia; the honors for solving 
the murder Tina (short for Faustina) Burch are 
fairly evenly divided between Sergeant Dirks the 
State Police, Abbie Haris, fiftyish spinster, and Max 
Johnson summer neighbor with hobby Indian 
(American Indian) lore. Suspicion points accusing 
finger young Fred Burch, Tina’s stepson, especially 
since seems have forged his father’s name 
check for three hundred dollars. But since has 
eloped with lovely school-teacher Dorothy Ellen Bloom, 
pretty even odds right from the beginning that 
someone else the really guilty party. Tina was 
“hot number,” the slang phrase used be, and she 
had been feeding her older gentle husband arsenic and 
the neighbors all sorts stories. Max even traces some 
remote connection between Tina and the Faustina who 
poisoned Roman emperor. And this all adds 
easy reading for murder-mystery fans. 


Frederick Davis another experienced professional 
with thirteen other bone-rattlers his list. He, too, 
American and his scene laid small town near 
the state capitol and involves politics with murder 
Thatcher Ryan, public-spirited and incorruptible citi- 
zen who had, innocently, agreed act manager for 
the campaign his friend, Bart McDermott, for gover- 
nor. The private-eye firm Speare and Cole, with 
Speare heading the clue-finding, save the young Mrs. 
Ryan from being framed and succeed eventually 
exposing the real criminal and his employer. The 
weakest the four under consideration, this still 
better than run-of-the-press mystery and generates 
excitement its own, even though the finally incrimi- 
nating clue somewhat hard believe. 
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Madden, Warren The Enormous Turtle 
Bobbs-Merrill. Aug. 30, 1954. 160p. $2.50. 


the jacket this book, one reviewer quotes Mark 
Twain who supposed have said Bismarck’s map 
Paris, have never before seen anything like it.” 
The Enormous Turtle is, doubt, something that has 
never before been seen print, and also something that 
might well have never been printed. contrived, 
forced and plodding saga married couple and their 
infant child (whether son daughter never dis- 
closed), coping with the difficulties trailer travel. 
The husband scholar and consequently unconscion- 
ably stupid about trailers. The wife, despite her me- 
chanical knowledge, hardly any smarter. The both 
them are imposed upon constantly, from the time 
they leave until they start back home from 
California. Their durability alone arresting. 


The narrative alternates between first person and 
second person point view, which becomes irritating 
times. The supposed-to-be high hilarity, the chuck- 
ling response, which this tale promises effect, was not 
achieved far this reviewer concerned. Instead, 
apart from being apprised the hazards trailer 
travel, was utterly bored. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 


* * * 


The Good Trail 


Geagan, Bill 
Sept. 10, 1954. 237p. $3.50. 


Coward-McCann. 


Put sportsman like Bill Geagan his natural habitat, 
the Maine woods; let him rough it; let him hunt small 
game for food and let him fish his heart’s content 
for toque and small-mouthed bass; will satisfied 
with No, will have write book about his 


experiences God’s great outdoors. Really, there’s 
reason why shouldn’t. has previously con- 
ducted outdoors column for Maine newspaper, 
and still uses the media radio and television 
convey other sportsmen news and information about 
life field and stream: the secrets successful fishing, 
proper camping equipment, how prepare overnight 
shelters. most knowing and helpful individual— 
and entertaining this book, too, especially when 
tells tongue-in-cheek stories like the tale “Old Zip’s” 
secret trout stream. The trout always bite there; it’s 
the best trout fishing Maine and the nation; but 
Bill has promised Old Zip not reveal its location, 
and he’s not the man break promise. this city- 
pent reviewer, much Bill’s chatter very attractive 
and intriguing; has much say about friendly 
wild animals, about beautiful sunrises 
about the invigorating climate the woods, that feel 
I’m missing something. Nevertheless, I’m staying out 
the Maine Bill too belligerent about his 
love nature. You see, refers those who 
live asphalt pavements and concrete canyons 
“moles.” resents intrude upon his woods 
vacationists threatening his glorious isolation. 
dare ask him why spends much time the 
“worthless old woods with bunch untamed crea- 
tures.” don’t want risk that because need 
nose for sniffing the flora and fauna Central Park 


Madden Geagan Wentworth 
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infrequent safaris there. word, Bill’s phi- 
losophy holds brief for city-dwellers. are greedy 
and worship the almighty dollar. don’t appreciate 
the beauties nature and perhaps think that Poulenc 
concerto makes prettier music than the call the 
loon. seem remain indifferent Bill’s view that 
when the world reformed, when men abandon their 
cities and dwell the bosom Mother Nature, then 
the world shall know “real civilization.” Then, “we 
shall not kill eat. War will thing the past, 
There will need for locks doors, for officers 
enforce our laws. Man and woman will cease 
reproduce like rabbits the Only then, can 
man justly regard himself being far superior the 
wild creatures.” Alas for refuse move to- 
ward this Utopia! Alas, think that nature alone 
false philosophy. Alas, not along with 
Bill when writes: “As one favorite poets, 
Edgar Guest, wrote the closing lines his im- 
mortal poem, ‘Out Fishin’: 
Out fishin’; 
helping hand always lend 
Out fishin’; 
The brotherhood rod an’ line 
An’ sky an’ stream always fine; 
Men come real close God’s design 
Out fishin’.” 


Thar she blows! 
Joseph Belvedere, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Wentworth, Patricia The Benevent Treasure 
Lippincott. Sept. 22, 1954. 286p. $2.50. 


Candida Sayle, newly come live with the eccentric 
great-aunts she believes once tried kill her, learns 
that the family fortune derives from stolen treasure 
their 17th-century Italian ancestor had brought Eng- 
land; that the major share the money now belongs 
Aunt Cara, fearful, lonely and long dominated 
Aunt Olivia; that Aunt Cara had secretly planned 
marry their former secretary and protégé, young Alan 
Thompson, now missing and charged with theft 
valuable Benevent diamonds; that tradition says any 
who touch the treasure die violently. Thompson’s 
place now another young man, gay, friendly and 
indolent, whom Aunt Olivia plans marry Can- 
dida. When both young people refuse, murder occurs; 
and Miss Maude Silver, conveniently visiting the 
neighborhood, puts her mind work finding both 
the treasure and the murderer. 

spite two murders, this leans more heavily toward 
adventure than detective story, depending for its effect 
upon the building horror and suspense. Readers 
(largely women) who like romantic fiction, however 
remote from probability, will like this tale. 
smoothly written (as might expected from novelist 
who has copyrighted books date) and its own 


genre entertaining. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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